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Keeping it simple, the 1994 federal Assault Weapons Ban removed the bayonet lug from the civilian legal American manufactured M14 type rifle in the United States but that's about it. Springfield Armory, Inc. never totally ran out of USGI parts. They ran out of some parts at various times. 

M14 type rifles made by Smith Enterprise, Inc., Armscorp, H&R Gun Co., Smith, Ltd., Maunz Manufacturing, Maunz Match Rifle, LRB Arms and Entreprise Arms almost always have USGI M14 parts. Federal Ordnance, Springfield Armory, Inc. and the Chinese rifles largely (the majority of the time) do not have USGI parts. Armscorp did use some Chinese parts for a short while. My book discusses how to identify Chinese M14 parts or you can check out the shorter version at www.imageseek.com/m1a Here's what happened with the supply of USGI M14 parts. 

In the late 1960s Elmer Ballance bought a bunch of USGI M14 parts. A number of other individuals and small shops (Bill Edwoods in GA, Jerry's Guns & Ammo in MN, Pat's Gun Shop in SC, Ray McKnight in TX, LJZ Surplus in TX, GFA Sales in PA, P. Michael's in IL, etc.) as well as Sarco and Sherwood Distributors in 1970 and 1971 sold surplus M14 parts according to ads in Shotgun News at the time. AR Sales Co. (Jack and Ilia Karnes) bought M14 parts directly from the contractors about the same time or earlier. AR Sales Co. started in 1968. Bob Penny of Federal Ordnance, Inc. in the early 1970s was also buying M14 parts. 

A lot of the M14 parts inventory from Mr. Ballance, but not all, was transferred to the Reese family when Springfield Armory, Inc. moved to Illinois in the fall of 1974. Mr. Ballance was still selling USGI operating rods and trigger groups in 2005. He MAY still have some left. In the early 1970s USGI M14 parts were plentiful and stupid cheap by today's prices. 

As early as 1977 Springfield Armory, Inc. begins using commercial reproduction parts ("Standard model M1A serial number 007041 left the factory in 1977 with a commercial manufacture barrel and a commercial manufacture operating rod" M14 Rifle History and Development by Lee Emerson copyright 2005). USGI parts were somewhat available but not laying-on-the-street plentiful from the late 1970s until 1985. Springfield Armory, Inc. was short on USGI chrome plated M14 barrels from 1978 to 1986. The lettered series reproduction bolts were made before April, 1979. Springfield Armory, Inc. was installing numbered series M1A bolts and reproduction ejectors by no later than April, 1979. 

From 1985 until about 1988, a bunch of USGI M14 parts are imported back into the United States. Springfield Armory, Inc. was one of the companies able to import USGI M14 parts in the late 1980s. Armscorp of America, DuPage Trading and others also imported USGI M14 parts. Springfield Armory, Inc. had enough USGI M14 parts so that even by M1A serial number 081004 (made between April and June, 1994) they still had the major USGI M14 parts. I examined M1A serial number 081004 in the summer 2005. It looks to have had no more than a couple hundred rounds through it, a safe queen for sure. It was assembled with a TRW trigger group, HR-N hammer, TRW bolt, Winchester barrel, WCE USGI rear sight and the flash suppressor and gas cylinder did not look like commercial parts to me.
Sometime between 1989 and 1994, the parts from the 100,000 select fire Chinese M14 rifles as well as new (post-1978) production parts are imported from the People’s Republic of China into the United States.  Firms such as Federal Ordnance, Inc. and Century Arms International used the Chinese parts to assemble rifles on American made receivers.  Parts not used for rifle assembly were available as spares through the open market from suppliers such as Northridge International (CA) and Numrich Gun Parts Corporation (NY).

The Civilian Marksmanship Program was selling USGI M14 parts from destroyed M14 rifles in the 1990s but the last batch of parts they got in was in 1996. They ran out of USGI M14 parts about 2003. Springfield Armory, Inc. ran out of USGI chrome plated barrels in January, 2004 as far as I can tell. They appear to have a very, very few USGI bolts and trigger groups left. They've always had USGI stocks but the UNCONFIMRED RUMOR is that as of early 2004 they were down to less than 20,000 USGI synthetic stocks left. 

So, Springfield Armory, Inc. M1A rifles built from the late 1980s to 1994 tend to have lots of USGI parts. There are USGI parts on M1A rifles built from the mid-1990s until today but they are the exception rather than the rule, especially from 2002 onward.
Regarding M14/M1A parts and the civilian owned M14 type rifles, the buyer still has some options today.  Here are the choices that come to mind.

1) Spend a lot to obtain the highly collectable USGI parts for your M14/M1A. Buy a receiver or barreled action and then complete the assembly. The golden age of USGI M14 parts production ended in 1970 with TRW's run of M14 bolts. There is some current (2005) production of parts but it is all for Uncle Sugar. Prices will continue to escalate for USGI M14 parts in the civilian market. If you want USGI M14 parts, do not wait any longer. No surprise there.

2) Encourage production of, seek out and purchase commercial DOMESTIC made quality parts for your M14/M1A. This is the option I'm using to upgrade several of my M1A rifles. 

3) Pay market price and accept what Springfield Armory, Inc. uses in the present day. Most likely you won't need their lifetime warranty but if you do they will take care of you. Upgrade the factory rifle as finances allow and as your passion moves you. 

4) Buy a safe queen (older SA, Inc. M1A or older Armscorp M14 or Federal Ordnance s/n under 9000) loaded with USGI parts from someone in financial trouble. These deals are out there. I have used this option myself and am glad I did.  Federal Ordnance M14 rifles from serial number 20XXX and up were built with Chinese parts.  The transition from USGI to Chinese parts occurred somewhere between the two serial numbers. 

5) Buy a Chinese M14 or Federal Ordnance M14 with Chinese parts (these run about $700 to $900 ball park). Have any metallurgy or geometry issues addressed by a reputable M14 gunsmith. Most of the Chinese parts are very well made.
